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������� �� Excerpt from “Surviving in 
Biafra” by Alfred Obiora Uzokwe (page 
78) 
 
 
“Young boys no longer had the freedom 
to roam the villages, because they would 
immediately be taken away and sent to 
war. 
 
“A typical conscription exercise consisted 
of three or four soldiers, armed to the 
teeth, suddenly swooping onto the village. 
They would then disperse and while some 
went from house to house in search of 
men of army age, others would hang 
outside the compounds, hoping to catch 
those attempting to escape… 
 
“ they [soldiers] would chase the 
person and then threaten him with 
orders like, "If you move, I go shoot . 
 
“A cousin of mine, a barrister, was 
conscripted on his wedding day … The 
soldiers simply went to the high table, 
took the groom, who was resplendently 
dressed in his wedding suit, and left. 
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