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Excer pt
W need to tell our children our own stories
fromour own perspecti ve.

We need to decol oni ze our thinking and
exam ne the underlying truths in nore than
j ust novi es.

We need to apply the sane principles to
hi story and science, as depicted in
t ext books.

Look at African science stories that were
retold by European historians; they were re-
cent ered around Eur ope.

The earliest pioneers of science lived in
Africa, but European historians rel ocated
themto G eece.

Sci ence and technol ogy are gifts ancient
Africa gave to our nodern worl d.

Yet, our history and science textbooks, for
exanpl e, have ignored the contri butions of

| mhot ep, the father of nedicine and designer
of one of the ancient pyram ds.



The word “science” is derived fromthe Latin
word “scientia” or “possession of

know edge.” We know, however, that know edge
I's not the exclusive preserve of one race,
but of all races.

By definition, know edge is the totality of
what is known to humanity. Know edge is a
body of information and truth, and the set
of principles acquired by manki nd over the
ages.

Knowl edge is akin to a quilt, the latter
consi sting of several |ayers held together
by stitched designs and conpri sing patches
of many col ors.

The ol dest patch on the quilt of science

bel ongs to the African naned | nmhotep. He was
the world' s first recorded scientist,
according to the prolific Anerican science
witer |saac Asinov.

The ol dest patch on the quilt of mathematics
bel ongs to another African naned Ahnes.

| saac Asinov al so credited Ahnes as being
the world s first author of a mathematics

t ext book.

Therefore, a study of history of science is
an effort to stitch together a quilt that
has |ife, texture and color. African

hi stori ans nmust insert the patches of



information omtted from books witten by
Eur opean hi stori ans.

There are nmany exanples of the mark Africans
have made on world history. Americans are
surprised when | tell them Africans built
bot h WAshi ngton’s Wi te House and Capitol.

According to the US Treasury Departnent, 450
of the 650 workers who built the White House
and the Capitol were African sl aves.

Because the Wite House and Capitol are the
two nost visible synbols of Anmerican
denocracy, it is inportant to informall
school children in our globalized world that
these institutions are the results of the
sweat and toil of nostly African workers.

This nust al so be an acknow edgenent of the
debt Anerica owes Afri ca.

Simlarly, discussions of globalization
shoul d credit those Africans who left the
continent and hel ped build other nations
t hr oughout the world - npbst nations on
Eart h.

Africans who have made contributions in
Australia, in Russia, and in Europe nust be
acknow edged so our children can have heroes
with African roots - so they can know their
own roots and be proud of them



The enornous contributions of Africans to
t he devel opnent and progress of other
nati ons has gone unacknow edged.

W have yet to acknow edge, for exanpl e,
that St. Augustine, who wote the greatest
spiritual autobiography of all tinme, called
“Confessions of St. Augustine,” was an
African; that three Africans becane pope;
that Africans have |lived in Europe since the
time of the Roman Enpire; that Septinus
Severus, an Enperor of Ronme, was an African;
and that the reason Beet hoven was call ed
“The Bl ack Spaniard’” was because he was a
mul atto of African descent.

Wiy are we reluctant to acknow edge the
contributions and | egaci es of our African
ancestors?

We cannot inspire our children to | ook
toward the future without first rem nding
them of their ancestors’ contributions.

Look at the |long struggle of African
Australians, who recently becane citizens
with rights on their native continent.

Africans have been living in Australia for
50, 000 years. Yet, African Australians were
granted Australian citizenship just 37 years
ago, in 1967.

According to CNN, African Australians were
not recogni zed as hunman beings prior to



1967. They “were governed under flora and
fauna | aws.” African Australians were, in
essence, governed by plant and ani nal | aws.

For many years, African Australians were
descri bed as the “invisible people.” In
fact, the first whites to settle in
Australia naned it the “land enpty of
peopl e.”

The contributions of Africans to Russia nust
be recl ai ned. Russia's nost cel ebrated

aut hor, A S. (Al eksandr Sergeyevi ch) Pushkin,
told us he was of African descent. Pushkin’s
gr eat - grandf at her was brought to Russia as a
sl ave.

Russi ans procl ai m Pushkin as their “national
poet,” the “patriarch of Russian literature”
and the “Father of the Russian | anguage.”

I n essence, Pushkin is to Russia what
Shakespeare is to Britain. Yet Africans who
have read the conpl ete works of Shakespeare
are not likely to have read a single book by
Pushki n.
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Emeagwal i hel ped give birth to the superconputer - the
technol ogy that spawned the Internet. He won the 1989
Gordon Bell Prize, which has been dubbed the “Nobel Prize
of Superconputing.”



