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G obalization - or the ability of many
peopl e, ideas and technol ogy to nove from
country to country - is not new. In Africa,
It was initiated by the slave trade and

gi ven inpetus by colonialismand Christian
m ssi onari es.

The early m ssionaries saw African culture
and religion as a deadly adversary and as an
evil that had to be elim nated.

In 1876, a 27-year-old m ssionary nanmed Mary
Sl essor emgrated from Scotland to spend the
rest of her life in N geria.

For her efforts in trying to covert the
people of Nigeria, Mary Sl essor’s phot ograph
appears on Scotland s ten pound note, and
her nane can be found on schools, hospitals
and roads in Nigeria.

The introduction to Mary Sl essor’s biography
titled: “White Queen of the Canni bals” is
reveal i ng:

“On the west coast of Africa is the country
of Nigeria. The chief city is Calabar,” said



Mot her Slessor. “It is a dark country
because the |ight of the Gospel is not
shining brightly there. Black people |ive
there. Many of these are canni bals who eat
ot her people.”

“They' re bad people, aren't they, Mother?”
asked little Susan.

“Yes, they are bad, because no one has told
t hem about Jesus, the Saviour fromsin, or
showed themwhat is right and what is
wrong.”

These opening words clearly show that Mary
Sl essor cane to Africa on a mssion to
I ndoctrinate us with Christian theol ogy.

She told us we worshi pped an inferior god
and that we belonged to an inferior race.

She worked to expel what she described as
“savagi snt fromour culture and heritage and
to encourage European “civilization” to take
root in Africa.

We accepted the m ssion schools which were
established to enlighten us, w thout
guestioning the unforeseen costs of our so-
cal | ed educati on.

These m ssion school s pl undered our
children’s self-esteem by teaching them
that, as Africans they were inherently “bad
peopl e.”



Qur children grew up not wanting to be
citizens of Africa. Instead, their education
fostered the colonial ideal that they woul d
be better off becoming citizens of the
col oni zi ng nati ons.

| speak of the price Africans have paid for
t heir education and “enlightennent” from
per sonal experience.

| was born “Chukwurah,” but ny m ssionary
school teachers insisted | drop ny “heathen”
nane. The prefix “Chukwu” in nmy nane is the
| gbo word for “God.” Yet, sonehow, the

m ssionaries insisted that “Chukwurah” was a
nane befitting a godl ess pagan.

The Catholic Church renaned ne “Philip,” and
Saint Philip becane ny patron and protector,
repl aci ng God, after whom | was naned.

| have to argue that sonething nore than a
nanme has been |l ost. Sonmething central to ny
heritage has been stripped away.

This denial of our past is the very
antithesis of a good educati on.

Qur nanes represent not only our heritage,
but connect us to our parents and past.

As parents, the nanmes we choose for our
children reflect our dreans for their future



and our perceptions of the treasures they
represent to us.

My i ndoctrination went far deeper than just

a nane. The m ssionary school tried to teach
me that saints nmake better role nodels than

scienti sts.

| was taught to wite in a new | anguage. As

a result, | becane literate in English but
remain illiterate in Igbo - ny native
t ongue.

| learned Latin - a dead | anguage | would
never use in the nodern world - because it
was the official |anguage of the Catholic
Church, which owned the schools | attended.

Today, there are nore French speakers in
Africa than there are in France.

There are nore English speakers in Nigeria
than there are in the United Ki ngdom

There are nore Portuguese speakers in
Mozanbi que than there are in Portugal.

The Organi zation of African Unity never
approved an African | anguage as one of its
of ficial |anguages.

W won the battle of decol onizing our
continent, but we |ost the war on
decol oni zi ng our m nds.



Many acknow edge that gl obalization shapes
the future, but few acknow edge that it
shaped history, or at |least the world's
perception of it. Fewer acknow edge t hat

gl obalization is a two-way street.

Africa was a colony, but it is also a key
contributor to many other cultures, and the
cornerstone of today’'s society.

The world's views tend to overshadow and

di sm ss the val ue and aspirations of

col oni zed people. Again, | must inpart ny
own experiences to illustrate this point.

| grew up serving as an altar boy to an
Irish priest. I wanted to becone a priest,
but ended up becom ng a scientist. Religion
IS based on faith, while science is based on
fact and reason - and science is neutral to
race. Unfortunately, scientists are not
neutral to race.

Take, for exanple, the origin of AIDS, an

I nternational disease. According to
scientific records, the first person to die
fromAI DS was a 25-year-old sail or naned
David Carr, of Manchester, Engl and.

Carr died on August 31, 1959, and because
t he di sease that killed himwas then
unknown, his tissue sanples were saved for
future anal ysis.



The “unknown di sease” that killed David Carr
was reported in The Lancet on Cctober 29,
1960. On July 7, 1990, The Lancet retested
those old tissue sanples taken from David
Carr and reconfirnmed that he had di ed of

Al DS.

Based upon scientific reason, researchers
shoul d have deduced that AIDS originated in
Engl and, and that David Carr sailed to
Africa where he spread the AIDS virus.

| nstead, the white scientific community
condemmed the British authors of those
revealing articles for daring to propose

t hat an Englishman was the first known Al DS
patient.

|f these scientists were neutral to race,
their data should have led themto the
concl usion that Patient Zero lived in
Engl and.

|f these scientists were neutral to race,

t hey shoul d have concl uded that Al DS had
spread from England to Africa, to Asia, and
to Ameri ca.

| nstead, they proposed the theory that AIDS
originated in Africa.

Even history has degraded our African roots.
W conme to the United States and learn a
history filtered through the eyes of white
hi st ori ans.



And we learn history filtered through the
eyes of Hol |l ywood novi e producers.

Sonme of us conpl ai ned that Holl ywood is
sending its distorted nessage around this
gl obal i zed worl d.

Sonme of us conplained that Hollywood is a
cul tural propaganda machi ne used to advance
whi t e suprenacy.

Geor ge Bush understood Hol | ywood was a
propaganda machi ne that could be used in his
war against terrorism Shortly, after the

9/ 11 bonbing of New York City, Bush invited
Hol | ywood noguls to the Wite House and
solicited their support in his war against
terrorism

Sonme will even argue that schools play a
significant role as federal indoctrination
centers used to convince children during
their formative years that whites are
superior to other races. Fela Kuti, who
detested indoctrination, titled one of his
musi cal al buns: “Teacher Don't Teach Me
Nonsense.”

It scares ne that an entire generation of
African children is grow ng up brai nwashed
by Hol | ywood's interpretation and pronotion
of Anerican heroes.



Qur children are growi ng up idolizing
Aneri can heroes with whomthey cannot
personal ly identify.

W need to tell our children our own stories
fromour own perspective.

We need to decol oni ze our thinking and
exam ne the underlying truths in nore than
j ust novi es.

We need to apply the sane principles to
hi story and science, as depicted in
t ext books.

Look at African science stories that were
retold by European historians; they were re-
centered around Eur ope.

The earliest pioneers of science lived in
Africa, but European historians rel ocated
themto G eece.

Sci ence and technol ogy are gifts ancient
Africa gave to our nodern world.

Yet, our history and science textbooks, for
exanpl e, have ignored the contri butions of

| mhot ep, the father of nedicine and designer
of one of the ancient pyram ds.

The word “science” is derived fromthe Latin
word “scientia” or “possession of
know edge.” We know, however, that know edge



I's not the exclusive preserve of one race,
but of all races.

By definition, know edge is the totality of
what is known to humanity. Know edge is a
body of information and truth, and the set
of principles acquired by manki nd over the
ages.

Knowl edge is akin to a quilt, the latter
consi sting of several |ayers held together
by stitched designs and conprising patches
of many col ors.

The ol dest patch on the quilt of science

bel ongs to the African naned | nmhotep. He was
the world' s first recorded scientist,
according to the prolific Anerican science
witer |saac Asinov.

The ol dest patch on the quilt of mathematics
bel ongs to another African naned Ahnes.

| saac Asinov al so credited Ahnes as being
the world s first author of a mathematics

t ext book.

Therefore, a study of history of science is
an effort to stitch together a quilt that
has |life, texture and color. African

hi storians nmust insert the patches of
information omtted from books witten by
Eur opean hi stori ans.

There are many exanples of the mark Africans
have made on world history. Americans are



surprised when | tell them Africans built
bot h WAshi ngton’s Wi te House and Capitol.

According to the US Treasury Departnent, 450
of the 650 workers who built the White House
and the Capitol were African sl aves.

Because the Wite House and Capitol are the
two nost visible synbols of Anmerican
denocracy, it is inportant to inform all
school children in our globalized world that
these institutions are the results of the
sweat and toil of nostly African workers.

This nust al so be an acknow edgenent of the
debt Anerica owes Afri ca.

Simlarly, discussions of globalization
shoul d credit those Africans who left the
continent and hel ped build other nations
t hr oughout the world - npbst nations on
Eart h.

Africans who have made contributions in
Australia, in Russia, and in Europe nust be
acknowl edged so our children can have heroes
with African roots - so they can know their
own roots and be proud of them

The enornous contributions of Africans to
t he devel opnent and progress of other
nati ons has gone unacknow edged.

W have yet to acknow edge, for exanpl e,
that St. Augustine, who wote the greatest
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spiritual autobiography of all tine, called
“Confessions of St. Augustine,” was an
African; that three Africans becane pope;
that Africans have |lived in Europe since the
time of the Roman Enpire; that Septinus
Severus, an Enperor of Rone, was an African;
and that the reason Beet hoven was call ed
“The Bl ack Spani ard” was because he was a
mul atto of African descent.

Wiy are we reluctant to acknow edge the
contributions and | egaci es of our African
ancestors?

We cannot inspire our children to | ook
toward the future without first rem nding
them of their ancestors’ contributions.

Look at the |long struggle of African
Australians, who recently becane citizens
with rights on their native continent.

Africans have been living in Australia for
50, 000 years. Yet, African Australians were
granted Australian citizenship just 37 years
ago, in 1967.

According to CNN, African Australians were
not recogni zed as hunman beings prior to
1967. They “were governed under flora and
fauna |l aws.” African Australians were, in
essence, governed by plant and ani nmal | aws.

For many years, African Australians were
descri bed as the “invisible people.” In
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fact, the first whites to settle in
Australia naned it the “land enpty of
peopl e.”

The contributions of Africans to Russia nust
be recl ai ned. Russia's nost cel ebrated

aut hor, A S. (Al eksandr Sergeyevi ch) Pushkin,
told us he was of African descent. Pushkin’s
gr eat - grandf at her was brought to Russia as a
sl ave.

Russi ans procl ai m Pushkin as their “national
poet,” the “patriarch of Russian |iterature”
and the “Father of the Russian | anguage.”

I n essence, Pushkin is to Russia what
Shakespeare is to Britain. Yet Africans who
have read the conpl ete works of Shakespeare
are not likely to have read a single book by
Pushki n.

| was asked to share today the story behind
nmy superconputer discovery. It would require
several books to tell the whole story, but |
will share a short one that | have never
tol d anyone.

The journey of discovery to ny superconputer
was a titanic, one-man struggle. It was |ike
clinmbing Mount Everest. On many occasi ons |
felt |Iike giving up.

Because | was traumati zed by the racism!|
had encountered in science, | maintained a
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sel f-inposed silence on the superconputer
di scovery that is ny claimto fane.

| wll share with you a superconputi ng
I nsight that even the experts in ny field
did not know then and do not know now.

In the 1980s, superconputers could perform
only mllions of calcul ations per second
and, therefore, their tinmers were designed
to neasure only mllions of calculations per
second.

But | was performng billions of

cal cul ati ons per second and unknow ngly
attenpting to tine it wth a superconputer
timer, which was designed to neasure
mllions of calculations per second.

| assunmed ny tiner could neasure one-
billionth of a second. It took ne two years
to realize ny tinmer was off a thousandfol d.

| was operating beyond a superconputer’s
limtations, but | did not knowit. The
superconput er designers did not expect their
tinmers to be used to neasure cal cul ations at
that rate.

| al nost gave up because | could not tine
and reproduce ny cal cul ati ons which, in
turn, neant | could not share them two
years earlier, wwth the world.
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After years of research, ny superconputer’s
timer was the only thing stopping ne from
getting the recognition | deserved.

| realized the tinmer was wong, but | could
not explain why. | spent two years mulling
over why the tinmer was w ong.

It took two long and lonely years to
di scover why | could not tine ny
cal cul ati ons.

My 3.1 billion calculations per second,
whi ch were then the world' s fastest, were
sinply too fast for the superconputer’s
timer.

VWhat | |earned fromthat experience was not
to quit when faced with an insurnountable
obstacle — and that believing in yourself
makes all the difference.

| learned to take a step backward and
eval uate the options: Should |I go through,
above, under, or around the obstacl e?

Quitting, | decided, was not an option.
| ndeed, the old saying is true: Wen the
goi ng gets tough, the tough get going.

Looki ng back, | |earned that nost
limtations in life are self-inposed. You
have to nmake things happen, not just watch
t hi ngs happen.
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To succeed, you nust constantly reject
conpl acency.

| learned | could set high objectives and
goal s and achi eve t hem

The secret to ny success is that | am
constantly striving for continuous

I nprovenents in ny life and that | am never
satisfied wwth ny achi evenents.

The nyth that a genius nust have above-
average intelligence is just that, a nyth.

Geni uses are people who learn to create
their own positive reinforcenents when their
experinents yield negative results.
Perseverance is the key.

My goal was to go beyond the known, to a
territory no one had ever reached.

| learned that if you want success badly
enough and believe in yourself, then you can
attain your goals and becone anything you
want in |ife.

The greatest challenge in your lifeis to
| ook deep within yourself to see the
greatness that is inside you, and those
around you.

The history books may deprive African
children of the heroes with whomthey can
Identify, but in striving for your own
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goal s, you can becone that hero for them -
and your own hero, too.

| once believed ny superconputer discovery
was nore inportant than the journey that got
me t here.

| now understand the journey to discovery is
nore inportant than the discovery itself;
that the journey also requires a belief in
your own abilities.

| | earned that no matter how often you fall
down, or how hard you fall down, what is
nost inportant is that you rise up and
continue until you reach your goal.

It’s true, sone heroes are never recogni zed,
but what’s inportant is that they recognize
t hensel ves.

It is that belief in yourself, that focus,
and that inner conviction that you are on
the right path, that will get you through
life' s obstacles.

| f we can give our children pride in their
past, then we can show t hem what they can be
and give themthe self-respect that wll
make t hem succeed.

Bl O

Enmeagwal i hel ped give birth to the superconputer - the
technol ogy that spawned the Internet. He won the 1989
Gordon Bell Prize, which has been dubbed the “Nobel Prize
of Superconputing.”
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