T HE aight-year-old by sat
in his family's lunge and
starad af the small alarm
clock his dad had gt in Tromt al
him.

He was funcus because his
frisnds were olaying soccer
oulside, and Paa Rad o sit ke
far the next thres hours.

mArE yosd ready? asked his
Fativar. “™ou have B3 minutss o
anzwer the nexd 100 ques-
tions."

Yoeung Phillp Emeacrwall
nodded. He knew he had jwest
36 seconds bo answer each
guashon, It was not ancugh
kime b write the problems
dawn, 50 he'd have 1o
calculate them in hia
Fuzad

Philip's father stared
firreg questions at him.
"Mohammed averaged
BB pexr canl in theae
maihematics t=sie. [n
The first bast he ol 92 per
cant In the second he
aat S per et Whiat per
canit did he get in the
third bess?" The litlle boy
thought hard and an-
swared fast,

For three long hours
the questons came, and
at the and of each hour
Phillp had answered an-
other ‘100 guastions —
and he got most of team
right.

Jarmes Emeacnall
smiled proudly. Ha knew
his son was no oardinany
Bay, and tral in spile of
iz poverty he wiuld grow
up lo beooma soemacne
important. But he could
mEver have imagirsed just
howe impartant Philip
wiauld bacarne.

TODAY Philip
Emeagwali, A compiter
saentist al he Univarsily
of Bichigan in America, is
spaken of as “the Bill
Gates of Africa” — ard his
personal worth has been
estimated at R200 million.

From & poor youngsher
in rural Migeria he grew up
e become wihat the
American magazing: Mi-
chigan Today described
a5 "one af the ward's
fastest hurnans”,

He waon this recognition
and America’s most influ=
ential prize for computing -
genius — the Gordon Bell
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He’s developed the world’s fastest |cc

Prize — for writing the formaula
that weould enabhe o compaular
fo maka 3,1 hillicn caloulaticns
A sacand. Tha tammul anablec
the Amencan ol industry to 1ap
irlo hugee rosenees ol under-
ground oil, and contributed k-
lictvs af dallars ta the govesn-
ment's oil-exploration pro-
OraAmmes,

In addition ke has amassad
university cegreses in five dif-
farani fiséde ard his wealih has

enabled him o brmg 18 rela-
livies I Arnerica frem Migena,
Philip grew up in tha com-
rhesSial Sity of Onitsha insouth-
eastern Migeria, where his
fathar was & nursa. At schaool
hewas 50 bright he was able to
answer quastions baefone his
schoolfniends had even writlen
the questions down,
Teachers and clasemates,
armazed al his axdracr-
dinary akility, cafled him

MAIN PICTURE: Piulip
Ermeagwali with some of
tha computers ha warks
vl

INSET: Phitip weith his w,
Dr Dala Emaage
RIGHT: The p BT
Farmiuta Philip wrote
wmnn him Amaricz o]

award ffor cormpuling gen-
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genius — the Gordon Bell

st \computer - and that's just the beginning

rbrain of
Africa

grabbed 1he pece o
chalk from the 12a-
cher's hand amd wrobe
s dssiali O el
blackigard.

“He could ahways
challenga the msiyLc-
tar,” says lelow
clasgmate Peler Qaoh
{43). a chemkeal angi
THEEF I Amania

VWihen e was in
Standard 4 his haad-
masied ksl him each
mathemalics classes
wharsrear his fascher
couldn ba hem

Bl Bvare wera
limes whan Pralip's
ganiu wiorked agang
hirm. in 1965 & the age
of 10 he was sccused
of cheating in a
mathematice aniraaos
examenatian 1o Sainf
George's Grammer

By TIM O'HAGAN
PFeluree COURTESY OF PHILIF EMEAGUWALY

He left school in Standard 8 and lived with his family in a

refugee camp. But Nig
regarded as one of the
who has won truckloa

R200 million ...

~Calculus™ DECAUSE Ml wad 80
good at calculabng sums. But
othars were jeelous and ac-
cussd hirm of using msgical
pOWErs in g mathamalscs
axaminations.

"Eome of hem didnt avan
ko oy real name,” he
laughs. “Ta this day, if | hear
someone call me 'Caloulus' |
ko withaut looking s an
ald friend from home.™

By the tme Philip got 1o
Standerd 4 baschers and
dassmates considared him &

malhs wizand who could sohe
acdtvancad probiems in geome-
fry. trigonametry and algebra.

"My classmoles would in-
troduce e 1o their Iridnda 86 B
maths geniug and my isachers
spoke of me as the young Chikes

bl ~ & maihematical genius
whio made a name for emsalfin
Migeria.”

Chrwir clery Phhilip'a mitha lea-
char stood at the front of the
class, staring at he biackboard,
ungure how 1o solve a dfficult
prablem. Philip walked forward,

erian Philip Emeagwali is now
world's best scientific brains — a man
ds of awards and is worth a cool

Srhid In tha Miganan own of
Obisruky and deniad admks-
Sxan.

Tha riacn 7 He finishad the
areE-haur esEmination in e
minudes @nd scorad 100 per
cent, whila the next highast
goore was 57 per canl Tha
school did not belleve a 10-

was capable of such a
In spite of his genius for
mathesnatics Phillp haad 1o
|egve school in Standard 8 be-
gause s father could no longer
afiord the schaol fees.
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Bt hack home ek 'ather
aontireed beaching him. Even-
iuafty James Emeagwali had o
s{op because Philip knew mods
i b dich, A 0 s ERE Dok
lanager eludeed On s o o
finish high school and o &am 3
Goneral Cortficate of Educa
tion frowm thee Univeasdly of Lo
dan

Wit rmakes Fhilipa
Achigvamants @wen mon ax:
traordinary ls that his family hed
b fiem Migeria durng a civil war

“Wa glepd i rufugss camps
abandoned school buldings
and bombed houses We stood
i o lined 1o racenve oo
frexm charity omnisatana,”
says Philip

But e hardship of living &
a refuges Ghmp Made M CEy-
chologically strang, 1t made me
atresl smard B eaquippad me
with a greates sanse of dater-
mination and viskon.”

Ad tri age of 17 Fe won @
achotarship 1o Oregon State
Linhweraity in Arrence. wherns he
shudsad maths. Afer (hat ha
wisnd io Gaongd Washingion
Unesmisity, whera he wi
awarded tvt masiers’ degrees:
ane | clvil snd anvirsamantad
gnginearing and ancdar in
ocaan, copsisl and marne en-
gindaringg,

He was slso Bwandéd &
mastar's degree in mata-
rmakcs from tha Linhversity of
Wandand.

He has worked &8 a chal
engineer in construcing iraffic
higtways in Marylans and op-
erafing Mydmelectric dams in
Yiyaming and loday ks 8 con-
guliant in sapardompullng, in-
formation iechnology and the
Iniernat,

BEHIMD Prilip's succass s 8
radkcal rew COMLUTET ha
programmed to solve mponant
problema. iUs called the
Connaction Machine, and the
ramgon (t's basng applauded
worldwlde is that It can work
fastar and do mone work, than
any computer an Eatn.

Phillp got his ldes for pro-
gramming tha Connection hMa-
chine by watching bees build
bhisir honEyoombe. ka othisf
creaturas on aarth work fmcne
efficienily fhan & community of
baos bullding 8 honeycomb, ha
tcagint. So wity nicd progrem a
computer that uses thousands
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Superbrain of Africa

Printed Articles

http://emeagwali.com/
443-850-0850
philip@emeagwali.com



http://emeagwali.com/printed-articles/index.html
http://emeagwali.com/
mailto:philip@emeagwali.com

	Local Disk
	Superbrain of Africa


