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��������� Chukwurah Filip 
Emeagwali, Ijeoma nwa Chukwurah, 
Dale nwunye Chukwurah, mama 
Chukwurah, Obianuju nwanne 
Chukwurah, na Silver Spring di na obodo 
Maryland na America 
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��������� Chukwurah Filip 
Emeagwali, nne nne nwuyi Chukwurah 
grandma Ma Mamie Baird, mama 
Chukwurah  Iyanma Agatha Emeagwali, 
nna nne nwuyi Chukwurah Pa Charles 
Baird, Dale nwunyi Chukwurah na obodo 
Baltimore di na Maryland na America  
(August 1984) 
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��������� Dale Nwunye Chukwurah  
Emeagwali na Kingston obodo di na 
Jamaica. 
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��������� Mrs. Obam Okudo-
Balonwu, a.k.a. uchu bu aku, the maternal 
grandmother of Philip Emeagwali (Born 
in (Nkwelle) Ogidi, Nigeria. Photo taken 
at 6 Wilkinson Road, Onitsha in mid-
1954 on occasion of Otu Odu initiation 
ceremony.) 
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��������� Foto Chukwurah Filip 
Emeagwali selu ka odi aro ili  na ofu na 
uno akwukwo Saint George’s College, na 
obodo Obinomba di na Nigeria (1966) 
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This is a beautiful authentic African tribal 
art from the Ibo, Nigeria Africa. The Ibo - 
Igbo people from Nigeria are known for 
masquerades associated with the Iko 
Okochi harvest festival, in which the 
forms of the masks are determined by 
tradition, the festival theme content varies 
yearly. Over the years Ibo - Igbo 
people have embraced a great variety 
of beliefs and art styles from 
neighboring tribes. The wide variety of 
cultural influences from regional tribes 
creates rich cultural diversity and Igbo 
worshipping, this is clearly depicted in 
the ceremonial rituals, artistic creations, 
music, and song and dance. The Igbo 
people are a large but widely spread 
population that inhabits both sides of the 
Niger River. The river with its fertile 
surroundings, provide ideal agricultural 
farming land to all the inhabitants. 
 
The mask you are viewing 
is "authenic". Age unknown, possible 
from the early to mid 20th  century. 
The dimensions of the mask are 
approximately  25" high,  10" deep 
and  11 wide. �
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��������� Emeagwali's mother and 
siblings. Evelyn, Johnbull, Agatha, Uju, 
Peter  
(Onitsha, Nigeria. May 1982) 
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��������� Chukwurah Filip nwa 
Emeagwali (far left)  na Uromi  na di na 
obodo Nigeria. December 24, 1962. 
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��������� Nwanyia bu “auntie” nna 
Chukwurah. Foto eselu na onicha na oge 
gboo. 
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��������� James and Philip 
Emeagwali  
(District Heights, Maryland. December 
25, 1996) 
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��������� Mum called this photo my 
"three month baby photo." I believe that I 
was older than three months. She was 
then a 16-year-old housemaker with third 
grade education. We lost our copy in the 
Nigerian-Biafran war and this was 
retrieved from the personal album of aunt 
Julie who lives in Onitsha, Nigeria.  
(Chukwurah (Philip) Emeagwali. Akure, 
Nigeria. Circa November 1954) 
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��������� In Nov-Dec 1972, I came to 
Enugu to take my Scholastic Aptitute 
Test (SAT), Achievement Test (in 
mathematics, physics and chemistry) and 
Test Of English as a Foreign Language 
(TOEFL) examinations. A few days later, 
I returned to Onitsha to take my 
University of London General Certificate 
of Education examinations as an external 
candidate. The clothes that I had is called 
dansiki (pronounced "dahn-SEE-kee"). It 
was sowned by an itinerant "Obioma" 
tailor from my mother's lappa.  
(Emeagwali, photo taken at studio at 1 & 
3 Ajalli Street, Uwani, Enugu, Nigeria. 
1972. I lived at 41 Bishop Ayogu Road, 
Uwani) 
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��������� Amazing African Nigeria 
Igbo Mask Headdress 
 
 
MEASUREMENT:    HEIGHT: 17 
WIDTH: 9  DEPTH: 19  
 
                                 MEASUREMENT 
MASK ONLY 
MATERIAL:             WOOD, 
PIGMENT  
ESTIMATED AGE:   EARLY 20TH 
CENTURY  
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��������� Exquisite African Nigeria 
Igbo Staff 
 
 
HEIGHT: 42 WIDTH: 4 DEPTH: 3 
Estimated age: early 20th Century. 
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��������� An Igbo-Izi Elephant 
Spirit Mask ~ Old 
 
 
 
 
A number of tribes all linguistically 
related inhabit the Cross River area on 
the border between Nigeria and 
Cameroon. This mask is probably from 
the Abakaliki area in the North 
Eastern part of the Niger River delta, 
which is an area of forest and swamp 
where the Igbo-Izi people live.  
The Elephant spirit mask, 'Ogbodo 
Enyi', is carved and used to avert evil 
spirits and bad luck in a masquerade 
performance often associated with a 
significant life event. The mask 
combines elephant and human forms in 
one powerful and striking, abstract 
conception. 
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��������� Igbo colorful 
headpiece/mask- Nsukka Region ? 
 
Headpiece/Mask  
Igbo (Nsukka Region ?)  
Nigeria  
Wood and Pigment  
Height: 19 inches.   
This large and brightly colored Igbo 
headpeiece is very similar to the 
conical crowns worn by rulers among 
the nearby Yoruba. It is provisionally 
placed among the Nsukka Igbo who 
wear it in conjunction with a much 
larger mask known as Omabe that 
was responsible for the maintenance 
of law and order and to administer 
punishment when necessary.  
This tall mask is significant because 
of its shape, the color defining it and 
emphasizing or detailing the eyes, 
mouth and ears. A number of the 
markings may reflect local 
scarification patterns worn in the past.  
References:  
Cole, H. M. & C. C. Aniakor, Igbo Arts 
and Community, Community and 
Cosmos. 1984. 
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��������� A Fine Igbo Ceremonial 
Brass Bell 
Antique African Ritual Musical 
Instrument - Nigeria  
Collected from the:  Igbo peoples of 
Nigeria, West Africa 
Material:  Brass lost wax casting of 
copper/zinc alloy, original iron clapper 
Period:  Early 19th century 
Dimensions:  7" height, 4.5" width, 4" 
depth; weight is 11.6 ounces 
Exceptional Condition:  No structural 
damage, exhibits strong signs of wear 
appropriate to age and use, all scuffs 
and dings presenting patination. 
Gorgeous patina with generous 
brassy highlights, traces of verdigris 
indicate previous burial! 
Notes:  Bells comprised one of the 
most widespread art forms in 
southern Nigeria, serving military, 
ceremonial, religious, and musical 
functions. Among the Igbo, Igala, and 
the Yoruba, bells functioned as 
portable noisemakers used to 
announce a sacred presence and 
neutralize hostile forces, while the 
metal’s intrinsic value was associated 
with those who owned or controlled 
the bells. Bells were usually placed 
within easy reach towards the front of 
ancestral altars and rung to signal the 
commencement of a ceremony. The 
appearance of bells with similar forms 
and functions throughout southern 
Nigeria indicates shared concerns. 
Their small size and durability allowed 
for easy disbursement through trade, 
gift-exchange, and cultural expansion. 
An important distinction in naming the 
different types of bells lies in the way 
they produce sound. Some bells, 
referred to as gongs, were struck with 
a wand to produce a controlled sound 
suitable to send a musical message. 
Others incorporated a swinging 
clapper to produce a less precisely 
controlled “field” of sound. As a result, 
clapper bells also had non-musical 
functions associated with warfare. 
Bells served not only as indicators of 
military rank but also as altar objects 
used to call the spirits to come and 
accept the sacrifice. 
 
 
Tribal History  
The 8,000,000 Igbo people – who live 
primarily from farming – settled in the 
northern part of the Niger River Delta, 
in an area of forests and swamps. 
Village councils composed of the 
eldest people from each family 
govern the tribe. Their power is 
counter-balanced by secret societies. 
At present, the earliest Nigerian bells 
date to the 9th century, unearthed at 
Igbo Ukwu, east of the Niger. 
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��������� “A man with a message, a 
very heavy and urgent message.” 
OKIKE:  An African Journal of New 
Writing 
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A Fine Igbo Ceremonial Brass Bell 
Antique African Ritual Musical Instrument - Nigeria  
Collected from the:  Igbo peoples of Nigeria, West Africa 
Material:  Brass lost wax casting of copper/zinc alloy, original iron clapper 
Period:  Early 19th century 
Dimensions:  7" height, 4.5" width, 4" depth; weight is 11.6 ounces 
Exceptional Condition:  No structural damage, exhibits strong signs of wear appropriate to age 
and use, all scuffs and dings presenting patination. Gorgeous patina with generous brassy 
highlights, traces of verdigris indicate previous burial! 
Notes:  Bells comprised one of the most widespread art forms in southern Nigeria, serving 
military, ceremonial, religious, and musical functions. Among the Igbo, Igala, and the Yoruba, 
bells functioned as portable noisemakers used to announce a sacred presence and neutralize 
hostile forces, while the metal’s intrinsic value was associated with those who owned or controlled 
the bells. Bells were usually placed within easy reach towards the front of ancestral altars and 
rung to signal the commencement of a ceremony. The appearance of bells with similar forms and 
functions throughout southern Nigeria indicates shared concerns. Their small size and durability 
allowed for easy disbursement through trade, gift-exchange, and cultural expansion. An important 
distinction in naming the different types of bells lies in the way they produce sound. Some bells, 
referred to as gongs, were struck with a wand to produce a controlled sound suitable to send a 
musical message. Others incorporated a swinging clapper to produce a less precisely controlled 
“field” of sound. As a result, clapper bells also had non-musical functions associated with warfare. 
Bells served not only as indicators of military rank but also as altar objects used to call the spirits 
to come and accept the sacrifice. 
 
 
Tribal History  
The 8,000,000 Igbo people – who live primarily from farming – settled in the northern part of the 
Niger River Delta, in an area of forests and swamps. Village councils composed of the eldest 
people from each family govern the tribe. Their power is counter-balanced by secret societies. At 
present, the earliest Nigerian bells date to the 9th century, unearthed at Igbo Ukwu, east of the 
Niger. Nineteen single cast bells were excavated at Ezira, site of a powerful Igbo oracle twenty-
four kilometers east of Igbo Ukwu. Brass bells have also been excavated at Awka, an Igbo 
community and metal-working center close to the religious center of Nri. The Awka bells are still 
used today by certain title-holders and are sometimes carried on a rack by an attendant to 
announce the arrival of a chief. Brass bells are also encountered among the Ijebu Yoruba, where 
small bells with human faces, said to represent the ancestors, are apparently worn over the 
shoulder. See The Art of Power, The Power of Art; Studies in Benin Iconography and Africa: The 
Art of a Continent for further details. 
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