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��������� Military Atrocities 30th 
October 1968 Major General Henry T 
Alexander of Great Britain talking to a 
Nigerian soldier during the observers 
investigations in Nigeria into the 
Biafran charges of genocide during 
the war. 
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Nigeria, 1973. 
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��������� A Biafran child at a 
Catholic feeding center, east of Oguta. 

��������� A Biafran child at a 
Catholic feeding center, east of Oguta. 
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Catholic feeding center, east of Oguta. 
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Photo: 
Emeagwali (far left, sitting in front row) 
at Saint George’s College, Obinomba, 
1966) 
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��������� Bianca Odumegwu 
Ojukwu, Philip Emeagwali and Dale 
Emeagwali 
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��������� Joan Baez And Jimi 
Hendrix Chatting  
Folk singer Joan Baez and rock singer 
Jimi Hendrix chat between acts at a 
Biafran Relief Benefit show at a place in 
Manhattan called Steve Paul's Scene. 
Both Miss Baez and Hendrix performed 
free of charge and Hendrix contributed 
$500 cash to the fund. The benefit was to 
raise food and money for refugees of the 
Biafra-Nigeria Civil War. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS Date Photographed: 
August 29, 1968 Location Information: 
New York, New York, USA 
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��������� An artist's rendition of the 
genocidal killings of civilians in African 
wars 
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��������� Nigerian Boy Squats; 
Crowd @ Unicef Truck  
Original Caption: 7/23/1969-Republic of 
Nigeria- While man looks upward at the 
moon and beyond, thinking of the 
nobility of his race, the age-old problems 
of his home planet remain unsolved. 
Here, a starving Nigerian child squats in 
the dust of a dirt road, forgotten in the 
excitement over the arrival of UNICEF 
relief supplies. © Bettmann/CORBIS 
Date Photographed July 23, 1969 
Location Information Republic Of 
Nigeria 
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��������� Women & Children Get 
Food At Refugee Camp  
Original Caption: 3/22/1969-Umuahia, 
BIAFRA- By all military odds, Biafra 
should have lost its war with federal 
Nigeria long ago. It has not lost, but in 
the next few months it might--vanquished 
by starvation. Here, women and children 
receive their meager rations at a refugee 
camp. © Bettmann/CORBIS  
EMEAGWALI's NOTE: While living at 
Saint Joseph's Primary School refugee 
camp at Awka-Etiti, we stood in long 
lines for okporoko (dried stock fish) and 
corn meals. Our family of nine lived on 
two cups of garri --- pulverized cassava 
root --- a day! Some days, we could not 
afford meat, pepper or even salt. We 
merely added water and palm kernels that 
I gathered from the forest to our gari. In 
April 1968, my four-year-old brother, 
Peter, was contracted Kwashiorkor, a 
disease caused by lack of protein which 
was suffered by half of the refugee 
children. His hair was turning red, and 
Dad being a nurse, diagnosed it as 
Kwashiorkor. Other symptoms of 
Kwashiorkor included protruded 
stomachs, skinny legs and arms, and 
peeling skins. Dad went to Caritas and 
begged for extra milk for Peter.  
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��������� Soldiers Standing  
Original Caption: Agwu, Nigeria: A 
federal government soldier, wearing 
camouflaged helmet and with 
ammunition belt draped about his torso, 
stands with other soldiers recently. Agwu, 
south of breakaway Biafra's capital of 
Enugu, is the point through which 
Nigerian authorities say they will open a 
"mercy corridor" to permit the enty of 
food and medecine to the stricken rebel 
state. 7/17/1968 © Bettmann/CORBIS 
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��������� Biafrans Running For 
Military Training  
Original Caption: 8/7/1968-Biafra, 
Africa- This is military training Biafran 
style. These recruits go through the paces 
somewhere in Biafra. Nigerian 
spokesmen have been meeting with a 
delegation from secessionist Biafra in 
peace talks in Ethiopia in a bid to end 
Nigeria's 13-month-old civil war. 
Meanwhile starvation threatens many in 
beseiged Biafra. © Bettmann/CORBIS 
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��������� Ibo Tribesman Inspecting 
Rifle 
Original Caption: An Ibo tribesman 
inspects a rifle during young soldiers' 
training at the camp at Owerri. After their 
initial training, the soldiers go to join the 
front line forces in Biafra's struggle 
against Nigerian federal troops. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS 
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��������� Biafran Soldier with Rifle  
Original Caption: The gun the soldier is 
holding is described as as Communist 
AK-47 rifle. Sources at the US television 
network could offer no more information 
about the weapon. © Bettmann/CORBIS 
Date Photographed: June 4, 1969 
Location Information Okwala Junction, 
Biafra 
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��������� Starving Biafran Woman 
Lying On Mat  
Original caption: 7/31/1968-Aba, 
BIAFRA- An elderly, starving Biafran 
woman lies on a mat in General Hospital. 
Hundreds of Biafrans have died as a 
result of critical food shortages. It is 
reported that BIAFRA's leader, 
Lieutenant Colonel Odumegwo Ojukwu, 
has forbidden the necessary food to reach 
the country through a neutral corridor for 
fear federal Nigerian troops will poison it. 
© Bettmann/CORBIS Date Photographed 
July 31, 1968 Location Information Aba, 
Biafra  
 
EMEAGWALI's PERSONAL NOTE: 
My father was the refugee camp nurse at 
Saint Joseph's Primary School, Awka-
Etiti. Our camp director was an intelligent 
and talkative elderly man named Mr. 
Okadigbo (I believe he is the father of 
Chuba Okadigbo).  
Many refugees died from Kwashiorkor 
and were unceremoniously buried at the 
camp backyard. The refugees in our camp 
were those that fled the Asaba massacres.  
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��������� Colonel Ojukwu, August 
23, 1968 issue of TIME  
August 23, 1968 was my 14th birthday. I 
dropped out of school and was then living 
at Saint Joseph's Primary School, Awka-
Etiti. Like most schools in Biafra, Saint 
Joseph was converted into a refugee 
camp. 
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��������� Wole Soyinka was 
imprisoned during the Nigerian-Biafran 
Civil War. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
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��������� Federal Troops Watched 
By Biafrans  
Villagers watch a group of Nigerian 
federal troops in a Biafran town. Biafra 
was a region of eastern Nigeria that 
seceded from 1967 to 1970. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS 
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��������� Malnourished Nigerian 
Child   
Original Caption: 1/13/1970-BIAFRA- 
The 30-month-old Nigerian civil war, the 
end of which now seems certain, brought 
untold misery and deprivation to 
hundreds of thousands of Nigerians: men, 
women, children, the old and infirm. In 
this photo, an emaciated Nigerian child 
waits with others for the emergency food 
and medical shipments which offered a 
measure of hope to the people of the 
secessionist province. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS 
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��������� Mother with Starved 
Child  
Original Caption: Nigerian mother and 
child with their empty food bowl. © 
Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS 
Photographer: Dempster Date 
Photographed January 21, 1970 Location 
Information: Nigeria 
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��������� Refugee Child W/Bowl At 
Food Dist. Ctr.  
Original caption: 1/22/1970-Owerri, 
Nigeria- Holding his pan, a young 
refugee waits for food at a distribution 
center. Nigerian authorities in Port 
Harcourt held incommunicado 80 foreign 
newsmen who reported scenes of 
starvation, rape, and chaos in the former 
Biafran territory. © Bettmann/CORBIS 
Date Photographed January 22, 1970 
Location Information Owerri, Nigeria  
EMEAGWALI'S PERSONAL NOTE: 
On about this day (1/22/70), my family 
and I returned to Onitsha. We had no 
money , no food, and no shelter. We also 
stood in line for free food. 
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��������� Yakubu Gowon Holding 
Press Conference  
Original caption: Nigerian Federal Leader 
Major General Yakubu Gowon (wearing 
peak cap with red band) addresses a press 
conference in Lagos, January 22nd. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS Date Photographed 
January 22, 1970 Location Information 
Lagos, Nigeria 
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��������� Customers Observing 
Yams at Onitsha Market 
Original Caption: Nigeria--Fighting for 
Peace. The market at Onitsha is open 
once more and prospective customers 
inspect an enormous pile of yams. © 
Bettmann/CORBIS Date Photographed: 
April 25, 1970 Location Information: 
Onitsha, Nigeria 
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��������� Village 5-8 km north of 
Umuahia. The village was bombed in 
October 1968 by the Nigerian airforce-2 
 
 
 

��������� Children in a village 5-8 km 
north of Umuahia. The village was 
bombed in October 1968 by the Nigerian 
airforce 
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��������� Medical clinic in Mabaitoti 
- Owerri.jpg 
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- Owerri-2 
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aba-highway.jpg 
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��������� Village 5-8 km north of 
Umuahia. The village was bombed in 
October 1968 by the Nigerian airforce.jpg 
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��������� Benjamin Adekunle 
shooting  “at everyting that moves” in 
Biafra. 
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��������� Benjamin Adekunle, a.k.a. 
"Black Scorpion," addressing his 3rd 
Marine Commando Division 

��������� Politics Civil War 12th 
October 1970 London England 
Colonel Benjamin Adekunle 
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��������� Undernourished-chlid-at-
Queen-Elisabeth-hospital-in-Umuahia.jpg 

��������� By Obu Udeozo 
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��������� Village 5-8 km north of 
Umuahia. The village was bombed in 
October 1968 by the Nigerian airforce-
2.jpg 

��������� By Obu Udeozo 
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Wole Soyinka was imprisoned during the Nigerian-Biafran Civil War. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING: 
The man died: prison notes of Wole Soyinka�������	������(��
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