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My Quest for an Internet ² Part 18 
In this, the 1 8th installment of our weekly series at emeagwali.com , we present the 
first part of P hilip Emeagwali ®s journey : ¯From a Refugee Camp to the Frontier of 
Science.° Forthcoming scripts include  ¯One Day We Had to Run!° and ¯For Most of 
It I Have No Words.° His story is fragmented because his journey to the pinnacle of 
science  was interrupted to live in a refugee camp, shattered as a child soldier, and 
bifurcated by rac ism.  

Chronicles from a  Refugee Camp  
Quotation from notes handwritten by Philip Emeagwali . The lecture video  is posted at 
emeagwali.com  and http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djftoa8rf18  

 

Ăfter the war, Teacher  ˾who had taught me the 

name of Martin Luther King  ˾was among the one 

million who had died. I a˾ child soldier w˾as one of the 

fifteen million who survived.  ̇
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LETTERS 

 

Philip Emeagwali  

http://www.emeagwali.com/
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A Biafran a few days after the war was over.  
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I was in this Biafran crowd fleeing heavy artillery attacks on the day Awka  was 
captured. (Life Magazine, July 12, 1968)  
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This photo of Biafran soldiers training in Umuahia reminds me of soldiers training 
in our front yard at Saint Joseph®s Primary School, Awka-Etiti. In Biafra, all schools 
were closed and converted into refugee camps.  
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Benjamin Adekunle (above) said: ¯We shoot at everything that moves.° 
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Benjamin Adekunle inspecting his troops. Adekunle said: ¯When our forces move 
into Igbo territory, we even shoot things that do not move... "  
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Benjamin Adekunle (October 12, 1970)  

  

Memorable Quote   

"I want to see no Red Cross, no Caritas, no World Council of Churches, no Pope, 
no missionary and no UN delegation.  

I want to prevent even one Igbo from having even one piece to eat before their 
capitulation. We shoot at everything that moves, and when our forces move into 
Igbo territory, we even shoot things that do not move... "  
Benjamin Adekunle, a.k.a. "Black Scorp ion," Commander, 3rd Marine Commando 
Division, Nigerian Army.  
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This photo of Biafran refugees fleeing from Owerri in October 1968 reminds me of 
how we (Onitsha refugees) fled into Nnewi in March 1968.  
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As this before and after map shows, e ight out of t en Biafrans were refugees exiled 
from their own country.  

 

This issue of August 23, 1968 coincided with my  14th birthday.  
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Training Camp in Owerri, Biafra  
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Biafran Refugee Camp (July 23, 1969)  
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Nigerian Bombing Raid on Biafran Civilians  

(Life Magazine, July 12, 1968)  

 

 

 



18   C h r o n i c l e s  f r o m  a  R e f u g e e  C a m p      © P H I L I P  E M E A G W A L I  
 

http:// emeagwali.com   Ê                   202-203-8724             philip@ emeagwali.com      



19   C h r o n i c l e s  f r o m  a  R e f u g e e  C a m p      © P H I L I P  E M E A G W A L I  
 

http:// emeagwali.com   Ê                   202-203-8724             philip@ emeagwali.com      

Woman searching for her lost daughter after a Nigerian bombing raid on Biafra.  

(Life Magazine, July 12, 1968)  

 

good day prof. i was doing something on google search and i stumbled on 
peoples reaction to your story on biafra. i want to read the story, thats why i am 
asking for your web address. i am ikem asika from onitsha and my e.mail add. is 
ikemasika@yahoo.com  

 

Hi Bro Philip,  

You're such of a man of integrity; we the sons of Igbo land respect your reputation, 
especially me Henrymoore, Keep your heads up brother.  

Brother........what is still holding the republic of Biafra to manifestation? What are 
the hindrances? Are we still going to be liberated? Can you come and contest for 
a president? Please answer all my questions and put more light in me, have a nice 
day and remain blessed.  

Henrymoore Okechukwu  

  

 

Dear Philip, i just read your letter to martin luther king.i stay and work in swaziland 
a tiny kingdom boardered with south afdrica.i was born during the biafra war and 
have heard a lot of brave stories from relative and have read a bit about.i never 
knew you were a child soldier but now i know.if you do have the time would you 
share a bit more of your experience with me. i am really intrested in putting up a 
book not directly  linked to the biafran war but a book that could help our igbo 
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people redirect their marginalization stories into a more positive ways of helping 
ourself.i do hope you will find time in your busy schedule to write to me.do have a 
good inguration week.  
chij ioke okerue  

 

 

Dear philip,  
         I read your write -up in SUN newspaper of 17th january 2009 and it made me 
to be afriad.The reason is that at 4 yrs during the war,i heard stories about the war 
but the picture you created in your piece is horrodous.I di d not believe that such 
genocide took place in this land.  
          The greatest surprice is to know that you experience this.Now you will agree 
with me that apart from the civil war IGBO genuises are been wasted in this nation 
using you as an example.  
           I am a clergy who believein nigerian unity but still will be happy if the igbos 
will as a body be united to form a formidable wall against the destruction of their 
rich human resources.I will appreciate getting more of this historical resource from  
you. 
                                                              thanks  
                                                               your sincerely  
                                                               pastor francis chinweze   

 

 

 

Dear Sir,  
 
I read your article on the Sun newspaper and I was moved.  
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It's a sorry story. Hearing it from a first -hand witness made it more pathetic. 1 
million died in that war, the death match, brothers killing each other; it's a pity.  
 
I wonder where we are headin g to? Africa is backwards and that is sad because 
that's not where she should be. What is the problem? Is history hunting us? Or is it 
because we are using government instrument and structures strange to us?  
 
"Africa is committing suicide." This is one of the sadest lines I have ever read. I am 
sorry for Africa, I am sorry for Nigeria. Any way out? I wonder.  

 

  

We won't be long here so let's use all the time we've got to prepare for eternity  

 

Written by Paschal Aguinam  

 

Dear Philip Emagwali,  

Father of the i nternet!   Without your birth, I may not have had the opportunity of 
writing your via this medium (Internet) at this very moment.   I thank Almighty God 
for your survival in the excruciating, agonizing and dehumanizing Biafra War.   I 
wonder what the world of  Science would be like if a genius like you were loss in 
such a war.   Indeed, the loss would have been a slaughter and inimical to the 
development of science in the world.  You have made invaluable contribution to 
mankind.    

I am Chukwuemke Ezeaku by name,  a student of Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology.   I want to use this opportunity to thank you immensely 
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for your contribution in the field of science, especially in the development of the 
Super -Computer.   Indeed, you are more than a super -Human.  

Each time I browse the ever slow internet connection here in Nigeria, I will always 
remember you.   I will always ponder on the amount of time you have save 
humanity by your work.  

On the other hand, I feel bad ironically.   Why? I can®t believe that your motherland 
Nigeria will still be suffering slow internet connection.   Sometime it takes me more 
than 48 hours to upload a 10mb size of data to my web server. Can you come and 
rescue your mother land, Nigeria?  

We really need support from people like you to enable us develop our ideas and 
perhaps the ultimate capitals as you have taught me.  

Today, in Nigeria, I live in darkness.   I do not have the basic power supply to power 
my personal computer.  

Today, I am faced with the challenge of finding alternative,  environmentally friendly 
and cheap power supply to help me solve the problem of epileptic power supply 
in Nigeria.  

I do not want to blame anyone for the problem.   I think the best thing I will do is to 
find solution to my problem and work towards solving the problem.  

In summary, I am working towards setting up a scientific foundation called 
¯Famous Gurus°, a forum where talented/gifted Nigerian Youths will develop their 
talent for betterment of Africa. I want you to know that your speech of May 11 th 2008 
on the African Day at Spain is Great Inspiration for all Africans across the world. I 
strongly agree with you ¯Africa Must Produce or Perish° Today I am starting 
Famous Gurus with nothing but idea. Your concept, ¯Idea is Capital° which I once 
read in Celtel  Magazine will remain inspirational, motivational and indelible in my 
mind.   
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I am trying to raise capital with my idea to help build this foundation here in 
Nigeria.   But to be frank, it has not been easy.   One of the projects I recently setup 
to help me raise capital is being handicapped by slow internet connection and 
epileptic power supply here in Nigeria.   I have launched a blog called 
tellmeonline.net, an informative blog where anybody will be free to share 
information.  

I will also like to use this me dium to seek permission for publication of most of 
your articles and speeches in the website www.tellmeonline.net  

I just need your support.  

Thanks and extend my greetings to your lovely family.  

 

 

Dear Philip   Emeagwali.  

   Please, due to your   articles   I read in   sun newspapers on Saturday, January  17, 
2009. 

  With due respect, I know you talked about global   peace and security in the world 
and making   some refrences about wars in African continets and your   genocidals 
experiences as Biafran child soldier during Nigerian genocide   and ethnics 
cleansing against the Ibos in Nigerian. In Iboland today we have people of 
different idealogies towards Ibos in   Nigerian and   many organsation in place in 
Ibo land now to free the Ibos from Bondage the found themselve s. In this note I 
want to know your stance, the way forwards for the Ibos.  

Iam   Robert   Iwu.  from Imo state   and everyday worried how to help the Ibos in 
Nigeria.Weighing many optiions to take to move on  in libration of Ibos.But not 
options of hursting fla gs on the trees,no.or   peaceful demostration no, because 
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history had shown it never worked anywhere in the world. Although   I never be 
part of the Ideas.   I have not seen you but I heard of  you as a proud Ibo son,and 
you have made history  in IT tech. in Am erica. I wish you more grease to you 
elbow   am writing you from far east Asia [ Cambodia ] .  

Please mail me back,  

 Robert   Iwu  

 

 

      MASSOB/Biafra Provisional Government (BPG),  

                                              Office of Foreign Affairs.  

                                              E-mail: biafranforeignministry@yahoo.com  

                                              9th September 2008  

  

Dear Sir,  

  

REQUEST FOR YOUR OBSERVATION AND PRESENCE IN BIAFRALAND (EASTERN 
NIGERIA) ON OUR MASSOB 9TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION ON 13TH 
SEPTEMBER 2008 

  

We the entire MASSOB/Biafra Provisional Government(Biafra Shadow 
Government and Biafra Government in Exile) bring to your notice of our 9th year 
anni versary of our movement for the actualization of the Sovereign States of Biafra 
(MASSOB) through the leadership of Chief Ralph Uwazulike on 13th September 

mailto:biafranforeignministry@yahoo.com
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2008 with the cultural dances and Biafran Football Competiition throughout 
Biafraland which is in lin e with the celebration of our 41st year Biafra 
Independence Anniversary in conjunction with the United Nations resolution and 
support for indigenous self -determination or political autonomy on the September 
12 and 13, 2007. 

  

Biafra is our only solution an d hope from Nigeria genocide, incarcerations and 
threats.  

  

Finally sir, we plead for your obsevation, solidarity support to dissuade Nigeria 
government from their continued and uncountable genocidal killings, 
incarcerations, threats and terrorism against Biafrans. We also plead for your 
support for the release of all the MASSOB freedom fighters detained in all Nigerian 
cells, prisons since October 25 till date and to lead in partitioning and boundary 
adjustment of Nigeria/Biafra territories peacefully.  

  

Best regards,  

Mazi G.S.A. Okoro, 

MASSOB/ BPG Foreign Affairs Officer,  

For Chief Ralph Uwazulike  

(MASSOB Leader)  

 

 



26   C h r o n i c l e s  f r o m  a  R e f u g e e  C a m p      © P H I L I P  E M E A G W A L I  
 

http:// emeagwali.com   Ê                   202-203-8724             philip@ emeagwali.com      

 

Dear brother,  
I read your piece (column) "death dance" in the Sun newspaper of Saturday 17th 
January, 2009 with most sincere compliments.Your  brilliance is faster and beyond 
time.I   am   most delighted you were not forced to dance the   "death dance" during 
the Biafran war. God knew that you are one of the chosen ones so much so that 
He prevented you from dancing in the "death dance" hall. God ha s raised you 
above your equals in that He wants to use you to do physical sience for 
humanity.God is really glad that He has made you the father of internet and will 
still go ahead to take you higher in knowledge. Do you you know indeed that you 
are amongs t the chosen ones? If you have not known, this writer wants to make 
you realize this truth.  
    Do not be surprised when I use the title "brother" to addres you with this mail. 
You are my brother so long as you are Igbo and Biafran by nature.I am afraid I 
would like to ask you this question! Have you prayed or been praying to God with 
Igbo language? Please I need an urgent answer to this question.  
 
 I pray that God will in less than no time accord you the universal recognition in 
Jesus name, amen. Halleluya h! 
 
 
 
                                                                       Your brother,  
                                                                        Bildad Chukwu  
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Philip Emeagwali  

http://emeagwali.com/
http://emeagwali.com/
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Nigeria - Biafra Civil War  

 
Letters About the War  

 

 

 LETTERS   

I was a year perhaps when my father left to fight in the 

war..just a baby yet I still feel the aftermath 34 years later 

because my father never returned...I class myself as a war 

victim and my soul is lost and will remain lost until the 

wonderful reunion between my father and me happens... 

whether here in this life or in heaven...Thankyou for your 

work and pictures they were my first link to the 

reality...Maybe one on the photos of those brave soldiers 

going to war had my father in who knows.. god moves in 

mysterious ways....All i know is I am proud of my Nigerian 

heritage....Godbless all those who died in the war may they 

rest in peace....  

Yours Sincerely,  

Grace Mullen, 

United Kingdom 

January 9, 2000  

 

Dear Philip Emeagwali:  

I mistakenly came across your site that documents aspects of 

the Biafran War with the use of photographs.  

First, I want to commend you for a job well done. I especially 

enjoyed going through your remarkable photos, in spite of the 

fact that some of them recapture a gory sadness that resulted 

from the War. However, and forgive me if I'm mistaken, but I 

also noticed that you provide no meaningful reference to a 

notable figure who stands as, perhaps, the hero, albeit unsung 

hero, of the War. As of 1959 when Nigeria had only 30/31 

military officers, Major-General Philip Efiong, then a captain, 
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was higher in rank than the two central adversaries of the 

War--Generals Gowon and Ojukwu. In reality, and without 

the unfortunate political and social events that led to the War, 

at the onset of the War he was still technically higher than 

both men, at least militarily. Ultimately his role, and the one 

that stands out, was sacrificial, and saved the lives of 

hundreds, even thousands. It was a role that has caused him 

unimaginable suffering as well as thrust him into an unfair 

and marginalized position where he remains largely 

unacknowledged, even spurned. Major-General Efiong's role 

at the end of the War was not only life-threatening and, 

therefore, courageous, but was also phenomenal because it 

made history that has yet to be fully recognized. At no point, 

after all, has a majority ethnic group accepted the leadership 

of of a minority man or woman, except toward the end of the 

War when General Ojukwu took his cowardly flight and left 

General Efiong to clean up his mess. And this, at a time when 

the likes of the great Zik of Africa and other such Ibo 

heavyweights could not be looked up to by Ibos. They had 

only one person to look up to--Major-General Philip Efiong--

and he didn't let them down but put his life on the line for 

their sake.  

I don't believe you deliberately excluded Major-General 

Efiong from your site, but I hope you can understand why I 

had no choice but to notice the fact of his conspicuous 

absence.  

Thank you for your time and I wish you the best in your 

present and future intellectual pursuits.  

Philip Effiong, Jr.  

(son of General Philip Effiong)  

 

 

 

Dear Philip Eff iong: Within the circles I was in, Ndi Igbo 

praised General Effiong for the courage he displayed at the 

end of the civil war. The information posted on my Biafra 

home page is incomplete and unbalanced. With your 

permission, I will post your response on that page. I will 

present a more balanced info when I write my biography.  

Please visit me again.  
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Regards,  

Philip Emeagwali  

BTW, what is the correct spelling "Effiong" or "Efiong?"  

 

 

Philip:   

Thank you for your response to my mail and for your 

exceptional humility and sincerity. I am inclined to believe 

that you deserve the praises that have been bestowed on you. 

You have my permission to post my response on your page.  

"Effiong" is actually an anglicized version of the name. My 

father still uses "Efiong." For the most part I use "Effiong" 

because most of my certificates have the name spelt that way. 

It is usually others--journalists, etc.--who spell the name with 

double "f." Members of the family generally spell the name 

with one "f." Since most writings, books, etc., have it spelt 

with double "f," you may actually stick to this spelling as 

people are more used to it. Thank you for your time and best 

wishes.  

Philip, Jr.  

 

 

 

Hello Phillips,  

Going through your site and digesting all the information 

therein; your world had been obviously influenced by the 

events of "1968 Nigeria," I thought. I fought back emotion as 

reality permitted me to but, that is the strength of the 

collective unconscious we all share. I was only nine at the 

inception of hostilities. I wonder however if EffiongJr.feels 

unimportant in the annals of history as written by events, not 

by you I might add. His Father obviously shared his opinion I 

hopelessly would think, for that would be most unfortunate. 

One ought to remind EffiongJr.that only true cowards make 

surrendering speeches. Ojukwu could not have chosen a 

better person. God bless.  

Leo @aol.com 16 Nov 2001  
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Dear Leo (I assume this is your name):  

I write in reference to a response you gave to my opinion on 

the Civil War, which is pasted on Phillip Emeagwali's 

website. Although your response was written since 16 Nov 

2001, I am only just coming across it. May I, therefore, 

respond to it?  

I am particularly concerned about your statement, which 

reads:  

"I wonder however if EffiongJr. feels unimportant in the 

annals of history as written by events, not by you I might add. 

His Father obviously shared his opinion I hopelessly would 

think, for that would be most unfortunate. One ought to 

remind EffiongJr. that only true cowards make surrendering 

speeches. Ojukwu could not have chosen a better person. God 

bless."  

Although not very clear, I tried to make sense of your 

statement. Be advised that my intention is to enter into open, 

rational, and objective conversation, and not to deteriorate 

into a petty exchange based on sentiments and, in your case, 

nothing more than ethnic bias. If you must respond to me, 

make some effort to rise above emotional leanings. This 

should help to develop your mind. Now, to respond to more 

directly to your attack (because thatôs what it was).  

First, I do not feel "unimportant" about anything, and my 

essay makes no such indication. I am not seeking cheap 

attention but merely to address the truth, and I will continue 

to do so, regardless of what people like you say or think! My 

claim to importance is based on the things I have achieved in 

my life (thank God) and not a War. If I have to list what those 

achievements are, ask me. I am not ashamed to share them. I 

do not seek importance by way of any war, and I would 

appreciate it if you do not make such baseless suggestions 

that lack any substance to them.  

Second, you would do well to stop imagining things and then 

writing them down. My opinions are mine, and mine alone. 

Your claim that my father obviously shares them is 

unfounded, annoying, insulting, and absolutely false. Please 

donôt accuse my father falsely. You donôt know anything 
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about him or his opinions.  

Third, and this is the big one. You state, ñonly true cowards 

make surrendering speeches.ò This is true on some levels, but 

at the same time this is where you most display your 

ignorance and small-mindedness. Surrendering can be an act 

of cowardice, but it can also be heroic based on context. 

Within the context of the Civil war, my father did what the 

people wanted him to do, simple! He didnôt act in isolation. 

At the time, the War was virtually over but simply needed an 

official stamp to confirm what was obvious. Have you ever 

done any research on the War? Have you read any book about 

it? If you havenôt, you need to. My dad did exactly what the 

people wanted and that is why in the past 33 years they (the 

Ibo people mainly) have honored and continue to honor him. 

Locally he has been honored and internationally he has been 

honored. How many cowards do you know that are honored 

so greatly and sincerely? I guess you expected my dad to 

single-handedly pick up a gun (which was virtually non-

existent in Biafra at the time) and go on a worthless and 

eccentric battle against the Federal troops.  

You indicate, rather boldly and sarcastically, that your tribal 

hero, Ojukwu, handpicked the best coward in my father. 

Wouldnôt it have been easier for this hero to stay back and 

perform the ñcowardlyò act rather than run off to the Ivory 

Coast? If the act was that cowardly and there was nothing to 

fear, why didnôt he stay back? If it wasnôt dangerous and no 

risks were involved, then why didnôt he perform the surrender 

himself? The fact is (and it doesnôt surprise me that you donôt 

know) that surrendering was not as simplistic, as easy, and as 

safe as you make it sound. Do you know that there were 

threats on the lives of some of those who went to Dodan 

Barracks for the signing? You probably donôt because your 

facts are not straight on this matter. Do you know that my 

father was thrown in detention after signing the surrender? 

Do you know that his passport was seized? Do you know that 

he has not had a job-military or civilian-since after the War? 

Are these situations that a coward puts himself in? If 

surrendering is as easy as you make it sound, then why didnôt 

Hitler surrender rather than take his own life? Surrendering, 

in other words does not always imply safety and freedom as 

you make it sound, and your hero, Ojukwu, knew this to be 

true, that is why he absconded to the Ivory Coast and 

abandoned people like you who know sing eulogies in honor 

of him. And yet, you dare to call my father a coward. I 
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choose not to be shocked by your ingratitude.  

Be aware, and this is for your own good, that my father, like 

some of his other contemporaries, had been honored before 

the War and beyond the context of the War. My father served 

in the UN Peace Keeping Force in the Congo well before the 

War, and was paid tribute for it. Before the War he served in 

Kaduna where attempts were made on his life during the 

second coup. Does his life as a professional soldier and the 

risks he faced suggest cowardice? Is this the type of life a 

coward chooses to live?  

Wasnôt your father alive during the War? Wasnôt he a man? 

What role did he play, especially since it was his own people 

who were bearing the brunt of the Federal assault? Why 

didnôt he fight? Why didnôt he do the heroic things that you 

claim my father didnôt do?  

I donôt blame you for insulting my father. It does say 

something about your upbringing. But, trust me, you really 

donôt count. Yours is a lonesome, ill-informed, nutty voice in 

some obscure desert where brains havenôt yet been invented. 

As Iôve stated, my father has been generously honored 

nationally and internationally, so you are really quite 

irrelevant and dispensable. Trust me. Nonetheless, can I 

request from you, whoever you are, not to insult my father 

again. He is almost 80 and need not be insulted by a bigot 

who hates to accept or deal with the truth. He has suffered 

enormously in his life-I know because I am his son-and so, if 

you have nothing good to say about him, as ungrateful as you 

are, then please donôt say anything about him.  

If you plan to engage in meaningful, fact-based, unbiased, 

unsentimental, and non-insulting conversation, by all means 

respond to me. If not, please donôt respond to me. The last 

thing I want to do is sink down to your degenerate level of 

perception and thinking.  

Enough said.  

Philip U. Effiong (Abuja, Nigeria, April 8 2003, 

pueffiong@yahoo.com)  

 

 

Though a dark, dreadful and eerie aspect of our history, I 

could not but enjoy and appreciate looking through the 
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pictoral presentation of the Nigerian Civil War! When the 

war broke out in 1967, I was 13. I was captivated by the 

vividness of trauma of war captured in those monumental 

pictures. Interestingly, I was also musing over the 

conspicuous absence of General Phillip Effiong's picture 

when I ran into the feedback provided by his son, Dr. Phillip 

Effiong. I could not but agree with him that General Effiong's 

role in Biafran struggle deserves a place in the annal of 

Nigerian history. Please, go back to the archives. I am sure, 

there will be pictures of this noble Nigerian that could best 

reflect his contribution to the definition of what we call 

Nigeria today. Thanks for doing what you are doing, Dr. 

Emeagwali. Peace! Michael O. A.  

Michael O.A. 27 Nov 2001  

 

 

 

I wish to add to what must already be a long string of 

commendations. Philip. All Biafrans (and that is not just Igbo 

people) owe you a tremendous debt for your personal 

achievements and your online archive of Biafran history. I 

also endorse the views of Philip Effiong jr. His father's 

General Philip Effiong's role in Biafra appears to be under-

acknowledged. Something needs to be done not just literally 

but by other equally meaningful and practical gestures. You, 

Sir can set the ball rolling. You do not have to wait for any 

prompt.  

Dalu.  

C.I. London U.K., 16 Oct 2002  

 

 

 

I feel greatly fulfilled reading this part of the gory history of 

the Biafran state. Honestly, it is the very first time i'm doing 

that, and am so happy. I have always heard the phrase, 'on 

aburi we stand', but have hardly been able to make out the 

build up. Its also my first time visiting this site. I'll love to 

say, WELLDONE.  

If i have a thing to say, it is that those principles on which 

Ojukwu stood in 1966, has remained the crux of todays quest 
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for national reconstruction. What i tend to believe is, perhaps, 

given the tension in the country at that time, the military 

would be unable to provide a fruitful solution to the crisis. 

But, we should be asking ourselves, what lessons have we 

learned from that whole experience? the answer is not far-

fetched; 'we have learned nothing'. The crisis that have 

engulfed Nigeria today is worse off compared to 1966. What 

else would anybody say, for a country still reeling in the 

pangs of poverty and starvation, shamefully in the midst of 

plenty; whose youth cannot see a future with it, but would 

prefer a low life in london, or slavery in South Africa.  

It must be placed on record that no economy or society 

anywhere in the world is developed by foriegners. Nigeria 

must be developed by Nigerians, and nobody but Nigerians. I 

believe in the fact everybody will be accountable for his 

actions, first to posterity, and finally to Almighty God. Sadly, 

enough, God is usually forgiven in His infinite mercies, but 

posterity does not.  

GOD SAVE NIGERIA  

Justus Ekeigwe, 12/28/2002 

London, England  

 

 

A Walking Encyclopaedia  

Dear Dr. Emeagwali,  

I went through your site and came across the webpage that 

carried pictures and news articles on Biafra/Nigeria civil war. 

It was quite revealing as it was educative.  

I am amazed that an individual like you could be an 

embodiment of a mass of knowledge - a walking 

encyclopaedia. You are a blessing to the black race and a gift 

to humanity. Keep up your good works and God bless you.  

Chinedu Anekwe, 

December 28, 2002 

Enugu, Nigeria.  
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I am really symphatazing with Biafran  

Hello Sir,  

Happy new year! How's everything I hope is well in Jesus 

name Amen.  

I am from Plateau State, Jos, staying at Rayfield. But when I 

read the history of Biafran and what happened, the people 

behind the killings of Igbo's i.e, the Nigerian Army then, the 

Commander in Chief of Federal Republic of Nigeria, then I 

shed teirs and cry deep into my heart for how human beings 

are so wicked without pitty. Meanwhile, I pray that God will 

forgive those people behind the killings. I also look at the 

whole pictures of what happened then, the killings of people, 

how they where sufferings, how soldiers were rapping small 

girls & married women I cried to God to forgive Nigeria.  

Finally, I pray that nothing would happen in Nigeria again 

like that. And may God choice a good leader to us with God 

fearings. I also thank those that restored peace to Nigeria and 

the Igbo's land. 

Thank you so much. 

Alamba D. Dung. 

January 7, 2003  

NB: My regard to all Nigerians and I'll always keep in touch. 

I am just 22yrs old now.  

 

 

I just read an interesting account of the Biafran struggle 

above your web address.  

I worked in Nigeria from Sept 30, 1965 until the summer of 

1968, the latter times in Biafra.  

it is tragic that Biafra could not prevail. I drove my Land 

Rover to Kaduna during the horrible murder of Igbo civilians 

in the streets to try to rescue the relatives of my workers. It 

was unspeakable.  

Peter D. 

February 5, 2003  
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Stage Adaptation of the Biafran Warl  
 

 

sir  

l have just finished an adaptation of the french revoluction, 

and visited your site on the biafran war.l want do a stage 

adaptation of the biafran civil war which i intend to take 

around the Easthern part of Nigeria and then other state 

capitals of Nigeria.l would appreciate contacts with bodies 

and organisations from you. lm an lgbo and presently a 

graduate student of the Theatre Arts department of the 

university of lbadan. looking forward to hearing from you  

Charles Ogu 

ogucharles @ yahoo.com  

February 7, 2003  

 

 

Dear Sir  

l written before on the above, looking for instutional link up 

in realising the Biafran experience on the stage to relive the 

experience for majority of the people who didnt witness it.Dr. 

Stanley Macebuh of the Nigerian Presidency delivered an 

almuni lecture at lbadan university in that regards. That has 

actually fired my interest again.Please reply to confirm 

whether you got my mail.  

Charles Ogu 

February 14, 2003  

 

 

Congratulatory Message as one of the Biafran Scientist  

 

To our Lovely Brother, Philip Emeagwali,  

Congratulations to you as one of the greatest Biafran Scientist 

as of today; God bless you and your family in general AMen. 

Sir, since the formal president of America Bill Clinton came 
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to Nigeria during his time, through his speeches that he 

Clinton made us to know that there is a Biafra Scientist like 

you, since then i have been thinking of how to reach you. But 

i thank God that as of today i have totally reach you through 

our e-mail address.  

Please Sir our scientist i welcomed you. First of all i will not 

fail to introduce my name as Pastor Williams Okafor from 

Umuezukwe Awo-omamma Imo State Our east L.G.A.  

But before April runs out my introduction must totally change 

as Williams from United State of Biafra (U.S.B) I am a 

member of (MASSOB)and here we do hear about our 

Biafran's Brother leaving Overseas; how they are supporting 

the movement both financial expert of it. God bless you all 

Amen. Please Sir, there is important thing i need all Biafrans 

Scientist to do as of now as we are waiting to hear from U.N. 

for the annocement of our new birth Biafra. I will be happy if 

all Biafran scientist can come together as association putting 

heads together for the betterment of new born Biafra. 

Because i believe that through our scientist we must also 

belong to the super-power. I understand that Biafra belong to 

the commonwealth of Isrealie nation with Southern sudan. 

Let all Biafran Jews wherever they are we must fish them out 

becuase some of them don't know where they come from. We 

must know that many of our Biafrans citizens are around the 

world such as Norway Republic, This my brothers don't even 

know where they come from, but they are Biafrans. I believe 

that through your effort we the Biafrans must have their 

setlight.  

Sir, there is one thing i need to share from you. I believe you 

can do a favour for me. As of now i have a computer and also 

intercellular phone wireless phone how can i use the 

intercellular phone with the computer to get connected to the 

Internet without running on a Mast or via V-SAT because 

here in Nigeria, it is only the rich people that set internet 

office with Mast or V-SAT. Why i am asking this question is 

that, the company that sold the Intercelullar phone to me told 

me that i can be able to have access to the Internet through 

the phone using a set of computer but spending about some 

thousand for the phone with hope that through it internet will 

be connected there. At last nobody can feed me how to 

connect intercellular phone with set of computer to get 

internet message.  
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Sir, why i am interested in asking you these question is that 

you are the Father of Internet, Bill Gate of Africa. And i 

know why you remains in America because that our promise 

land is yet to come (i.e.Biafra Land). Why i am interested is 

because i love information and also i need to know what is 

happening within an office, within CNN et.c  

Sir i lovely enjoy your interview in one of our Weekend 

News, I so pick interest on you because you are one of my 

Biafran man. Please, Sir help me to get solution to my 

problem which i complain to you, May the almighty God 

bless you. Amen, Looking forward for your reply.  

Thanks from  

Williams Okafor  

Biafran Citizen  

Long-Live Chukwura Emeagwali!  

Long-Live United State of Biafra! 

February 24, 2003 

deumudike @ yahoo.com  

 

 

Dear Mr Chukwura Emeagwali,  

I bought the week end news paper and came across a column 

which read ''BIAFRAN SCIENTIST SHAKES THE 

WORLD'' after reading this column,I felt elated being a 

Nigerian and knowing that i have a Nigerian brother that has 

made a land mark achievement by designing the 

internet,makes me a proud Nigerian, irrespective of what the 

world termed Nigeria  

My name is Momodu Oshiokpekhai Emmanuel.... [stuff 

deleted] 

February 28, 2003  

 

 

Dear Emeagwali,  

you have tried by puting your experence of that horrible 

period the igbos went through into history by recording it on 

your web site. Now one can go through it all but what I 

regrate very much is the inability of Biafra to survive.Maybe 

they would have made a great Nation. Maybe as thier flag 
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portray, She would have been one Nation in the mist of the 

darkness that ingross us as black people to show a gleemer of 

light that will point the way to our immacipation. Our ability 

to jion the race developed world.  

keep it up  

Chibuike Agbugba 

April 4, 2003  

 

 

Biafran War Film Footage 

Dear Dr. Brown and/or colleagues, 

I am a film researcher working on an upcoming documentary 

about Africa that requires several seconds of footage from the 

Biafran War. I recently came across the website "After the 

War Was Over" and made a preliminary phone call to the 

number listed at the end with your name.  

Since you were not there, I spoke with your boss, a very 

helpful gentleman from Biafra who indicated that you or 

others may be able to make some inquiries and give me leads 

on where some footage could be found. Would this be 

possible? I would appreciate your help very much.  

I found the website very moving and insightful. Please 

convey my thanks to all involved.  

Sincerely,  

Elizabeth Thomas  

April 10, 2003 

visitliz @ hotmail.com  

 

 

General Phillip Effiong and the Biafran War  

This piece is in response to the comments by Phillip Effiong, 

Jr. I agree with him that his father (General Phillip Effiong) 

was a hero of the Biafran war. However, I think he 

contradicts himself somewhat when in one breath he laments 

that General Effiong "remains largely unacknowledged, even 

spurned", and in another he admits that Igbos "have honored 
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and continue to honor him. Locally he has been honored and 

internationally he has been honored". If the latter has been the 

case, what then is he complaining of?  

I think Phillip needs to understand that marginalization and 

disdain have been the fate of all the other "Biafran" actors 

who distinguished themselves in the war, including the heroic 

field commanders and the ingenious inventors. The Nigerian 

state still habors an aversion to these people, except for a few 

lucky civilians like MT Mbu who have been fully reabsorbed 

into Nigeria's political economy. For obvious reasons, even 

Igbos despite their admiration of the Biafran heroes have not 

found the political courage to honor or immortalize them - no 

streets, no monuments, no institutions have been named after 

any of them in any Igbo town or city. The best effort so far 

was the controversial pan-Igbo honorary chieftaincy title 

bestowed on Emeka Odimegwu Ojukwu on his return from 

exile in the early 1980s. So, if General Effiong has been 

unacknowledged and spurned, he is not alone in that 

situation.  

One might also add that the General was a victim of 

unflattering circumstances that were not his making, but 

which overshadowed his legitimate claim to heroism in the 

war. The first was that he was effectively Biafra's Vice 

President, and very few VPs in history ever had the spotlight 

beamed on them for good. The second was that fate thrust on 

him the prudent but unenviable role of taking the decision 

and signing the instrument of surrender. History rarely dwells 

on such men, much less smile on them. How easily and in 

what manner does anyone remember the man who signed the 

instrument of surrender for the Nazis or in any other modern 

war? This is one of the hard, unfair realities of life that make 

this world a challenging place to live in.  

By the way, I think Philip's lenghthy reaction to Leo's rash 

comment on General Effiong was unnecessary, and the petty 

and abusive manner he chose put him in the same category as 

Leo, and may have done more damage to his dad's reputation. 

My impression of General Phillip Effiong is that of a fine 

gentleman who would not blow his own trumpet in search of 

honor. Unfortunately, the evidences Phillip chose to cite to 

establish his dad's heroism (service in a UN peacekeeping 

force, life threatening situation in Kaduna, signing Biafra's 

instrument of surrender, postwar detention by the Federal 

Government, and unemployment since after the war) hardly 




