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Below is an interview by Reuben 

Abati of Philip Emeagwali. It took 

place in the west African Songhai 

Restaurant in Washington, D.C. 

shortly before its dated June 22, 

1997.  

 

Back in 1972, the name of 17-

year-old Philip Emeagwali (of 

Onitsha, Nigeria) was mentioned 

by a science columnist of the 

Daily Times of Nigeria. 

 

 Philip Emeagwali, age 17, in Enugu, Nigeria. 
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On July 8, 1974, Philip Emeagwali (a teenage computer 

programmer in Oregon, United States) gave a published 

newspaper interview. 

 

In 1989, The Computer Society of IEEE (the world s 

largest computer society) issued a press release that 

Philip Emeagwali made a paradigm shifting breakthrough 

in computing. That story about how an important but 

impossible problem was cracked by a lone programmer 

was picked up by international media outlets. 
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