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Handwritten stories and lecture notes with 

heavy cross-outs tossed into the wastebasket 

of Philip Emeagwali. Some crumpled notes 

were retrieved on second thought. Some were 

lost to the past. They provide clues on how his 

vision took shape through the years. At the time 

of writing, his ideas were not fully formed, 

hence the endless drawing of arrows and 

crossing of awkward sentences. 
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Everybody in this photo only knew Philip Emeagwali by his nickname "Calculus," after a 568-page blue hardbound 

book that he carried everywhere. The book was titled “An Introduction to the Infinitesimal Calculus.” He was 

sixteen years old in this photo. “Calculus” is the one in dark shirt and 2nd from right of last row with five students. 

(Photo: Saint Charles House, Christ the King College, Onitsha, Nigeria. 1971) 
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