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What Did Emeagwali Discover? – Part 15 

In this, the 15th installment of our weekly series at emeagwali.com, we review Philip Emeagwali’s 
discovery that debates on slave trade overlooked the role of technology. 

How Technology Fuelled the Slave Trade  

Quotation from our scanned five-page handwritten speaking notes by Philip Emeagwali. The 
lecture video is posted at emeagwali.com. 

“Technology in the hands of others has been used to 

exploit Africa for centuries. But now it's time for 

Africa to grasp technology and finally embrace the 

modern age’s clay of wisdom and advancement. 

Africa has the chance to show the world how 

technology can be used for good, not evil. And the 

people of Africa can use today’s technology, not to 

mimic their own exploitation, but to right the wrongs 

of the past and empower themselves with the same 

tool that has been used to oppress them in the past.”
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