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Emeagwali Family Celebrates Kwanzaa

1 Seven candles

™\ | of Kwanzaa. The

¥/ Emeagwali family—
Dale, ljeoma, and
Philip—celebrate and
give thanks by
lighting the candles.

| symbolize the holiday

m by Marcia and Kyle Baynes

Kwanzaa is a celebration of African American history
and culture. It was created in 1966 by Dr. Maulena Karenga
when he was a young scholar studying the history of Africa.
Each yéar from December 26 to January 1, families and
friends gather together. They renew their commitment to
the Nguzo Sabato, the seven principles, or beliefs, of
Kwanzaa. Every night the children in the family light a
candle. Each candle stands for one of the seven principles.
Adults share stories of wisdom and explain how the beliefs
of Kwanzaa can be followed in daily life.
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Emeagwali Family Celebrates Kwanzaa

RECENT PHOTO: Dale, ljeoma and Philimeagwali (MIT, Cambridge, MA, June 8, 2012)
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In the third grade, Kyle Baynes
wrote this about Kwanzaa:

“When we celebrate Kwanzaa,
we have a few people over, ght
candles, and have a nice
learn the meaning of
remember family members.
in a circle and say something go :
about them. Last year, we remembered
my grandmother.”

Kyle explained, in the list at the
right, the seven principles of Kwanzaa.
The names are written in Kiswahili,
an African language.

Kwanzaa is an opportunity for
everyone to remember his or her
ancestors and give thanks for the :
many blessings of the year. By bringing
together family and friends to celebrate
the universal principles of unity and
faith, Kwanzaa combines many great
cultural traditions. 25 :
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