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Quest for Internet 
In the 104th installment of our weekly series at emeagwali.com, we present letters pertaining to Philip 

Emeagwali’s war memoir “THUNDER ROAD TO BIAFRA.” One million people died during that 30-month 

Nigeria-Biafra Civil War during which Emeagwali lived from refugee camp in Awka-Etiti to an army barrack in 

Ndoni to the war front in Oguta. 

 

 

 

 

Rejoinder to Philip Effiong, jr 
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Dear Philip Emeagwali,  

I bomped into your web archive on the BIafran-Nigerian war today for the first time. It is quite 

interesting and provides a lot information. I could not but be caught by a sudden upsurge of 

emotions. The fact is that I was born during this war and seeing those pictures (especially that of 

an emaciated mother with her baby) gives me an idea of what I must have looked like during that 

sad period.  

 

I also read with interest the observation sent in by Philip Effiong, Jr. I totally agree with him that 

Major Gen Philip Effiong deserves a place in the annals of Nigeria which is yet to be accorded to 

him. And not only that, he also deserves a huge apology and compensation from both the powers 

that be in Nigeria and the people of Nigeria in general, for having neglected him for too long.  

 

I further read with a greater interest (and may be, some sense of amusement) the exchange 

between Effiong Jr and Leo. I think both of them got a little bit emotional in their exchange. But 

who will blame the younger Effiong for getting emotional, after such an unwarranted attack and 

provocation by Leo? I would like to remind Leo that the mark of an educated mind is the ability 

to face facts and data, and to rise above personal (or tribal - clanish) sentiments.  
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Biafran Soldier with Rifle 
Original Caption: The gun the soldier is holding is described as as Communist AK-47 rifle. Sources at the US television network 
could offer no more information about the weapon. © Bettmann/CORBIS Date Photographed: June 4, 1969 Location 
Information Okwala Junction, Biafra 

But at the same, I would like to make a final comment. This is with regard to a statement by 

Effiong Jr. In his observation he said: "At no point, after all, has a majority ethnic group 

accepted the leadership of of a minority man or woman, except toward the end of the War when 

General Ojukwu took his cowardly flight and left General Efiong to clean up his mess." Effiong 

Jr. got it wrong here, because from the very inception of the Biafran as independent nation the 

elder Effiong was the second in command, and that fact is not contested, it was actually accepted 

and accords with the principles that governed Ojukwu's administration of the Eastern Region, 

even before the declaration of Biafra, namely participation of every ethnic group within the 

region, in governance. Secondly, I would disagree with Effiong Jr that Ojukwu's flight into exile 

is to be termed "cowardly". I should think the flight a leader of warring people at time when their 

military strength has been completely weakened is necessary in order that a peaceful negotiation 

for surrender may take place, because as long he is there he remains a prime target for the enemy 

army, and his presence symbolizes the continued struggle. I should think the leaders and advisers 

on the Biafran part realized this when advised Ojukwu to leave and then asked his secund in 

command to announce surrender. Gen Effiong was very brave indeed and couragiuos. He did not 
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fail his people. He rose up to what was expected of him as the second in command, in the 

absence of the Head of State, and he did it gallantly, just as he did had always gallantly served 

both before and during the war, in his other assignments. But Ojukwu was no less couragious. It 

requires a couragious leader to realise that the "game is over". Think of ojukwu's words on 11th 

Jan 1970 as he fled Biafra: "The task of leader of a people at war is to be responsive to the plight 

of his people and to determine what level of sacrifice can be accepted." Clearly it would appear 

that there is indication in this that he perceived his leaving as necessary in order to ensure the 

survival of the Biafrans as a people, even if not as an independent nation. It takes a couragious to 

swallow personal pride for the sake of your people, and move into exile. 

 

I would once more want to thank you, Philip Effiong Jr, for raising these issues, and I think those 

issues should be brought to the attention of the wider Nigerian public. A true democracy cannot 

be said to exist in Nigeria yet, as long as such issues as these are still left unaddressed.  

Rev. Fr. Emeka Okite,  

Oriental institute, Oxford University.  

-- Rev Fr Emeka Okite,  

Oriental Institute,  

Pusey Lane,  

Oxford University,  

(UNITED KINGDOM). Alternative email: emekaokite@yahoo.com 

May 23, 2003  
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Captured Biafran soldier being interrogated by Nigerian captors. The original copy of this photo is in the private archives of 

Philip Emeagwali. 
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J. O. G. Achuzia, Requiem Biafra (Enugu: Fourth Dimension Publishing Co., 1986) 

A. A. Madiebo, The Nigerian Revolution and the Biafra War (Enugu: Fourth Dimension Publishing 
Co., 1980). 
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